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Jerusalem’s Patriarch Theophilos III awards Georgian Prime
Minister
It was for the first time this award has been granted to a high-ranking official by the Patriarch.
Theophilos III stressed it was an honor for him to host the Prime Minister of Georgian in the Holy Land.
“Your country and your people, Georgia and Georgians, have a special link to Jerusalem, the Holy
Land, and the Patriarchate of Jerusalem.
According to certain legends, Saint Nino, the patron saint of your country, was a niece of Patriarch
Juvenal of Jerusalem. Of course, there are many other historical and cultural aspects that link us.
The Patriarchate of Jerusalem has played an important role in guarding and protecting the
Orthodox Faith,” the Patriarch stated.

Kvirikashvili emphasized the contribution of Theophilos III to keeping peace and stability in the region,
and invited him to Georgia.
“Allow me to invite you to Georgia although the Patriarch of Georgia has already invited you. We
will be happy to have the honor of hosting you,” Kvirikashvili stated.

Prior to the meeting yesterday Kvirikashvili met Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu, paid a
tribute to Holocaust victims and spoke for the media.
In his comment after the meeting with his counterpart Kvirikashvili stressed Israel, as a country, “is of
utmost importance for us.”
“We face the same challenges. Israel could build a very strong country. It needed the consolidation
of the whole nation. Israel is an example for all small nations who wish for long-lasting stability,”
Kvirikashvili stated.

The Prime Minister stated that various important visits were being planned between several ministries of
Israel and Georgia in the coming months.
“I think Israeli’s high technologies are very needed for Georgia. I believe that our cooperation for
security may also turn very important,” Kvirikashvili added.

The Georgian PM repeated he invited Netanyahu to Georgia and “we should wait for his visit, that will be
allegedly followed by many visits of businesspeople.”
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