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Venizelos Met With Greek Patriarch of Alexandria
July 9, 2013

The Vice President of the Greek government and Foreign Minister, Evangelos Venizelos,The Vice
President of the Greek government and Foreign Minister, Evangelos Venizelos, sent a message of concern,
friendship and sympathy to the people of Egypt right after his meeting with the Patriarch of Alexandria
and All Africa Theodoros II, at the Foreign Ministry.
“Greece is connected to Africa with a strong historical and cultural bond,” Venizelos noted and added that
Egypt is a key-country for developments in the wider area and a critical point for Greek foreign policy.
He reported that the Greek side is watching the developments with great concern and noted that escalation
of violence may lead to destabilization. He expressed his hope for stabilization and de-escalation of
violence without foreign intervention, so that Egypt will follow its own democratic way.
“The Constitution will function again, the country will be led again to free parliamentary and Presidential
elections, any kind of conflict will be avoided and of course the free will of the people of Egypt will
function,” Venizelos said.
Concerning his meeting with the Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa Theodoros II, he pointed out that
the basic issue of their discussion was the deep crisis in Egypt and in particular the prevailing situation and
existing dangers.
Venizelos stressed that the Patriarchate of Alexandria and all the churches and institutions are absolutely
safe and noted that there is full respect towards Orthodoxy, the Greek Orthodox clerics and towards the
Patriarch personally.
The Foreign Minister pointed out that there is close cooperation with the Patriarchate of Alexandria and
said, “We will deepen it in all domains, because for us it is always our advanced outpost in Africa.”
The Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa thanked Venizelos for the support, and expressed his anxiety
and sorrow for the latest developments in Egypt. He noted that he gives courage and strength to the Greeks
of Egypt and added that, “The Egyptian people are close to us in many respects.”
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The Patriarch concluded, characterizing Egypt as a door of Africa, noting that it is a huge country that will
play an important role and added that, “It does not separate us from the Libyan Sea but unites us with it.”
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, K. Gerontopoulos attended the meeting as well.
Source: Greek Reporter
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