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New Head of Antiochian Church in America Enthroned;
Antiochian Patriarch to Meet with Officials on Issues in Syria
On Sat. Dec. 6, the Patriarch of Antioch and All of the East, Patriarch John X of Damascus, Syria,
enthroned Metropolitan Joseph as new head of the Antiochian Orthodox Church in North America at that
Church’s national St. Nicholas Cathedral in Brooklyn, New York.
Metropolitan Joseph was selected by the Holy Synod of Antioch on July 3 to succeed Metropolitan Philip
who died March 19 and headed the Antiochian Church in North America for over 48 years. Metropolitan
Joseph was formerly the Bishop of the Diocese of Los Angeles and the West.
He now heads the entire Antiochian Orthodox Church in America, with nine bishops, over 400 clergy, 266
parishes and missions, and about 100,000 faithful throughout the United States and Canada. Over the last
40 years, the Antiochian church has received a sizable number of converts to Orthodoxy in the Americas.
At the enthronement, Metropolitan Joseph talked about his plans to be out among his people in the United
States and Canada, with a special emphasis on engaging youth and meeting their needs.
“We must listen to our young people and find out how we, the Church, can help them and appeal to them,”
Metropolitan Joseph said.
The Antiochian Orthodox Church worldwide is headed by the Patriarch of Antioch John X and is the
largest Arab Christian church in the world, with churches in the Middle East, Europe, North and South
America and Australia.
Patriarch John X came to the United States to enthrone Metropolitan Joseph at a time when his
homeland, Syria, is racked with strife by ISIS extremists. So while in the U.S., he will also meet
with the Secretary General of the United Nations and the White House about the situation of
Syrian Christians today.
The Patriarch’s brother, Orthodox Bishop Paul Yazigi of Aleppo, Syria, was one of two church
hierarchs kidnapped almost two years ago in Syria. Nothing is known of his whereabouts.
“For centuries Arab Christians and Muslims in Syria have lived alongside one another in
harmony,” the Patriarch said. “And now we have these foreign elements who have come into our
country and disrupt our peace.”
The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church is the world’s oldest Arabic Christian Church. It was founded
by Ss. Paul and Barnabas in 42 A.D. and its first bishop was St .Peter the Apostle, who later went
on to be Bishop of Rome. Patriarch John X is the 167th successor of St. Peter.
The Bible states in Acts 11:26 “And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”
The Patriarchate is one of the four ancient Patriarchates within the Orthodox Church today – the others
being the Patriarchates of Jerusalem, Alexandria (Egypt) and Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey).
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The Orthodox Church is the second largest Christian Church in the world, with over 250 million adherents.
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