A Russian Orthodox Church Website
Orthodox Christianity and the World
http://www.pravmir.com

Created for Eternal Life
The following sermon was delivered at the Ćelije convent in 1978 on the Sunday of the Paralytic, which
coincided with the feast day of St. John the Theologian.

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!
In four words is expressed the entire mystery of this (and the other) world, of every person, of the mystery
of my being, and of the mystery of your being. If there were no Risen Lord, His Resurrection would not
be; and if there were no Risen Lord, we would not be – there would be no Christian in the world.
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How did the Lord Christ conquer this world? How did Christianity conquer this world? You know that in
the beginning of Christianity the great and powerful Roman Empire persecuted Christians everywhere for
330 years. They did not defend themselves with guns and airplanes. No! They defended themselves
through prayer and God’s help. And for 330 years they turned wolves into sheep. Recall the Savior’s words
to His disciples: Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves (Matthew 10:16). A great miracle
took place, brethren: the wolves were turned into sheep, and the wolves did not devour the sheep, did not
tear up and destroy them. What is this? What is this power? This is that power about which you heard
today in the words of the Apostle Peter, when he says to Aeneas: Arise, and he immediately rises (Acts
9:34); and when he says to Tabitha: Arise, and she rises from the dead as from sleep (Acts 9:40). What is
this, what happened to this world? A great mystery has been explained, the mystery of this world and the
mystery of man. What does the Resurrection of the Lord Christ demonstrate? It demonstrates that man is
an eternal being. Death is defeated – that is what the Resurrection of the Lord Christ means. Eternal Life
is provided for all human existence. It was for this that the Lord came to this world.
This world had been constantly under the power of terrible death. What is more terrible than death?
Nothing! This entire planet, this holy land of God, had been a cemetery and tomb, an enormous tomb, and
people were plucked into this tomb one after another. So the Lord Christ, through His Resurrection,
showed us all that we people are eternal beings, that we are created for Eternal Life. Yes, for Eternal Life,
and nothing less. If Christ be not risen, says the Apostle Paul, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is
also vain (1 Corinthians 15:14). What is Christ to us, if He has not conquered death? How then do we,
Christians, differ from other people? Here, look: today, yesterday, and always throughout the history of
the world there are continuously valiant men, heroes. But who are they, what are they? Mosquitoes…
Only the Lord Christ stands as the Conqueror of death and the Giver of life. In this lies His exceptionally
greatness. Our faith is faith in the Resurrection of the Lord Christ and in our own resurrection. Christ is
risen, which means that we are all risen! He is risen in order to give us Life Eternal, in order to ensure us
victory over death, this only true victory in this world. All other victories are just mockeries. Millions of
people perish – for what? Why do people perish today? Not for the reason for which they were created,
not for Life Eternal, but for earthly, corruptible, simple, negligible things.
When people in their madness forget God, when people in their madness persecute the Lord Christ, what
happens to these people, what is this land then? Then this land is a madhouse! To persecute the Lord
Christ, the most elevated Being in this world, this great Lover of mankind – what is this? This is madness,
insanity. We people, we turn this world, this little star of God called Earth, we turn it into a madhouse.
Therefore every condemnation of man and mankind is just. All of us people are responsible in this world
for death in this world, for sin in this world, for the devil in this world. What will happen to us if we start a
war against God? We are always weaker than He; we will always be defeated.
Look at how many dead souls, at how many corpses there are among the Serbian people alone. People
reject the Lord Christ, they reject Life Eternal – for what? What is this world offering them? But we stand
with the Apostle Paul for Eternal Truth: Christ is risen, so that we too would be risen (1 Corinthians
15:20-23). This is the foundational truth for us Christians. The Orthodox Church glorifies the Resurrection
of the Lord Christ, His feast, not for a day or two, but for forty days – until the Ascension – continuously
glorifying the Resurrection of the Lord Christ. And not only then: the Resurrection of the Lord Christ is
glorified every Sunday; every Sunday, brethren, we remember the Resurrection of the Lord Christ. The
Resurrection? It does not grow old in our soul. The power of the Lord Christ is poured out on us through
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His Holy Resurrection, through this infinite joy.
Today you heard from the Epistle of St. John the Theologian what he said about the Lord Christ: that
which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have
handled, of the Word of life… we bear witness unto you (1 John 1:1,2). This we bear witness unto you, the
Lord Christ, Who grants Eternal Life. We, like His disciples, have handled Him with our hands.
Christianity, persecuted for almost two thousand years already, is created stronger than all earthly things.
Many nightmares and storms will come, but the Church of Christ will remain and not perish. People
perish, but not the Church! People perish, but not the Church! St. John the Theologian, a man who
witnessed and witnesses with all his being and all his conviction that Christ is the God-Man, says: if you
want to possess Life Eternal, then believe in the Lord Christ, in His Resurrection, believe in what He has
done (c.f., 1 John 5:5, 12-13).
Look at the Apostle Peter, how he resurrects people and performs miracles. Sheep turn wolves into sheep
and lambs. St Basil of Ostrog today, too, performs miracles, as does St Prochorus of Pchinja and all the
countless Serbian saints. How does this come about? From the Resurrection of the Lord Christ, from the
Feast that is celebrated for forty days and on Sundays throughout the course of the entire year. This is what
supports us Christians in this world. We laugh at our persecutors; we do not fear death, we are children of
the Risen Lord, for He gave us the power and strength to defeat everything that separates us from God,
that separates us from his Righteousness, His Truth, His Goodness.
May the Good Risen Lord confirm us through His Disciple, St. John; through the All-Holy Theotokos; and
through all the saints, in this faith in the Resurrection of the Lord Christ, in our resurrection, in the fact
that we are eternal beings. Our calling in this world is to manifest the Resurrection of the dead and the
victory over death. This victory over death is experienced by every one of us when we live evangelically,
when we strive in faith in the Lord, in love, and in prayer to fulfill our lives. All this, deeply engraved on
our souls, will lead us to Life Eternal.
Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!

Source: Ora et Labora
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